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Encuentran y sepultan al redentorista desaparecido

La Paz, Bolivia (Patricio Downes, RD).- Después de tres dias de busqueda en el rio
Beni una brigada de socorristas hallo el jueves el cadaver del sacerdote redentorista
colombiano Francisco Pérez, quien murid junto a otro religioso en la madrugada del
martes cuando la camioneta en la que viajaban cay¢ al torrente.

"El hallazgo se produjo cerca a las 15 horas por los efectivos de la Fuerza Naval a
poca distancia del pueblo, porque el cadaver del padre Francisco sali6 a flote, como
sucede siempre con los ahogados que salen a flote al tercer dia", informo el jefe
policial de la zona, Isaac Caneo. Su cuerpo fue sepultado en el mausoleo de los
misioneros, en Reyes.

En una entrevista con Radio Maria Colombia el vicario de Los Reyes, Carlos Bugler
afirmé que la actividad pastoral de los misioneros es testimonio de vida. El prelado
también destaco la cercania de los pobladores de esta circunscripcidn eclesial.

El obispo de la Vicaria de Los Reyes, monsenor Carlos Bugler, expreso su afecto y
carino con los familiares de los sacerdotes fallecidos. Francisco Pérez fue enterrado
en el mausoleo de los misioneros en Reyes. Alli también descansan los restos del
sacerdote Laureano Diaz, fallecido en el mismo accidente.

Los dos sacerdotes redentoristas fallecidos, mas otro religioso, dos monjas y un
sacristan viajaban a Tumupasa para asistir al entierro del padre Diego Schirman,
cuando la camioneta en la que viajaban cay6 al rio al estacionar sobre un ponton,
que los cruzaria a la otra orilla.
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Traglc deaths of Redemptorists in South America
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The Redemptorists of New Zealand and Australia recently
learned of the deaths

of four of our confreres in South America. 'f
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On August 10, 2009, Fr Laureano Diaz, C.Ss.R. (71), and Fr Ll
Francisco Javier Pérez Hernandez, C.Ss.R. (36), drowned in REDEMPTORISTS

Bolivia's Amazonian region. They were in the company of

fellow travellers on their way to the funeral of their confrere,

Fr Diego Schurmann, C.Ss.R (80). While crossing the Beni River, on the way to the
funeral, it appears their vehicle's breaks malfunctioned causing the two priests to fall
into the river.

Further to the deaths of the above two Redemptorists, we have also learned of the
death of Fr Leopoldo Cruz, C.Ss.R. (55), in El Salvador. Fr. Leopoldo disappeared in
early August. His body was found in a ditch in a rural area of El Salvador on Monday
August 10. The remains had begun decomposing, so it was difficult to determine
immediately the cause of death. However, a juvenile was later apprehended driving
Fr Cruz's car. This is the third Redemptorist priest who has been killed in the past five
months in which robbery appears to be the motive.

We pray the same Sprit that filled Laureano, Francisco, Leopoldo and Diego with
courage and faith will also give strength to those mourning their passing, especially
their families. We give thanks for the lives of these four missionaries and we
commend them to God.

Finally, we pray that others may take their place as Redemptorists preaching the
Gospel of Jesus among the poor and forgotten.
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